_ A. L. BALDRY, Esq.,
Wolmer Wood, .
Marlow Common, Marlow,Bucks.

28nd July, 19368,

My dear friend,

I thank you very much £or making the adjustuents
to my roply to TApollo®™ in Just the right apirit; snd I :
an enclosing a very anusing reply which I have just recedive
ed frow Furst, Please let me have it back with your commsents
after perusal, He 1s still trying to be very clever and no
doubt thinks that he i3 able te bamboozle me!

I sond you & reproduction of theo picture of the Kinmg
- thy first officlal portrait of him « £t 12 really lamentadle,
I s« also senéing "The Times® critique. That such things ean
be taken seriously et all!l And admitted!  Pictures wmade :
after photogrephs - making notes ¢f the cclours,

‘But Purst 4n any ésce has the right reply, and he
. 414 congratulate we on ry Silver Medal g;sggich he must have
heard somehow, iz I did not mentica 4t i |

- The luncheon with the Archbishop of Canterbury went off

yary well indeed., The atmosphere was such that frew & psyshos

. logionl point of view I was able to obaerve that he felt almost
- 8lightly apologetic, He mwas oxtremely delightful , and T am

very keen to de something exceptional of him, Ee has condente

ed to lst me paint him in the ventmants in which he willes0wg

the Xing: It $» a very great worsl sstisfaction to me, He -
alsc decided to come and sit hers and tho first sitting wiil

- take place on the 51st and the sittings will be comtinved &n

Oc¢tober, when he returns from 3cotlsnd. We wmust arrangs fop -

you te come up and I will show you the sketoh for the portiésit,

We arve having e luncheon party to-morrow for the Queen
of Roumania - to try to pay something ror her very geperous :
 hospitality which I enjoyed in Bucharsst, and hefore and sfter
.the lunchoon she 1s sitting for another sketch in Roumanian
costume. I will be busy here until the 10th of August ang
will then go down to Wentworth; where Lficy is going on Saturdey
I am longing for a peaceful time, : o ' ‘

: ¥i{ll you please return the "Maill® and "Times® @ut%imgn
when you write? - o R '




When I said that art from its earliest beginnings f
has concerned itself primarily with the representation of 3;
nature, I stated a fact that surely eught to be obvious to'fi
every intelligent student of art history. Art inits'origin{
was purely 1llustrative and upon‘a gradually built up found% i
ation of accurate representation it based securely its ‘ |
symbolical and abstract develOpments. . Art to—day, however,
symbolical and abstract 1t aspires to hecome, needs Just this7;
same foundation and if it 1s not concerned primarily with
the representation of" nature - with, that is to say, correct—hé
ness of vision and accuracy of statement - its efforts to ‘ |
express itself by abstraet devices must 1nevitab1y make itv
ridiculous. The painter of'abstract"fpictures, who has no
practical knowledge of nature and no tfained»ability.to
realise what he sees, is 1n the same unhappyuposition as a
writer who is trying to gilve feinﬁto his imagination without
having had any contact with the world or possessing any '
command of language. The stuff that such people produce is .
not art:and-to thrust it upon the public is an offence against{v
good taste and ordinary common sense, for 1t is only by :
n.establishing the right relationship between the representation
of nature and the expression of intellectual abstractions that.;

true artistic creation is made possible.




