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Minutes of the 26th AGM of the Dartmoor Society 
Saturday 13 April 2024 at 2pm 
The Two Bridges Hotel, Princetown. 


1. Welcome and apologies. 
Bill welcomed members to the meeting. Apologies were received from: Christopher Gardner-Thorpe, Caya Edwards, Rachel & Allen Van der Steen, Tom Orchard, Simon Murray, Kate Ashbrook, Paul Wilson, Sue Viccars, Mike Rego, Jane Emberson, Robert Powell, Sue Andrew, John Page, Steve Alford, Layland Branfield and Chris Hoey.
2. Approval of previous AGM minutes held at The Bedford Hotel 15 April 2023. 
Agreement proposed by Nick Fennemore and seconded by Jeanne Silvestri.
3. Chair’s report (attached)
Bill thanked the committee for all their work over the past year. He described the main activities of the Dartmoor Society, reflected on his second busy year as chair and briefly outlined how current issues could develop in the coming year. 
4. Treasurers report for year 2023/24 (attached)
Agreement proposed by Peter Fillingham and seconded by Alan Endacott.
5. Appointment of auditor for 2024.
Simon Murray previously of Blackwell Bate, Chartered Accountants in Yelverton. Proposed by Bill Murray and seconded by Peter Fillingham.
6. Minor changes to the constitution.
Bill referred to the minor changes to the Constitution re Student members, change of the nomination deadline to end of March and to allow for electronic voting as set out on the website.
Agreement was proposed by Bill Murray and seconded by Alan Endacott. The members voted their agreement as well.
Bill added that following Caya’s resignation as Secretary, the recommendation was to add the post of Website Editor to the list of Officer positions on the committee.
Agreement was proposed by Bill Murray and seconded by Alan Endacott.
Bill pointed out that this change meant that the committee now numbered 13 members, so he suggested including the President’s position in the list for those who are superstitious!
7. Committee as it stands / retirements
Bill went through the current committee membership and their dates of service.
Following Annabel Crowley’s retirement from the committee as Newsletter Editor last year, Steve Mason had been co-opted to the committee in this role. Bill thanked Steve for his help adding will also be designing and setting the layout of the newsletter, which will save the Society about £800 for each edition, as this work had been outsourced previously.  
Caya Edwards is retiring as Honorary Secretary, but she would like to take on the new officer appointment as Website Editor.
Two members, Steve Alford and Layland Branfield had finished their 3-year terms but wished to stand again.
Mike Rego has applied to join the committee. Bill read a statement from Mike describing his work and experience.
No applications have been received for Honorary Secretary and so that position is vacant.
Alan Endacott proposed a vote of thanks to the committee which was responded to with a round of applause from the meeting.
8. Election of officers and committee members
The following to serve for three years:
Newsletter Editor - Steve Mason     proposed by Anthea Hoey and seconded by Nick Fennemore.
Website Editor - Caya Edwards    proposed by Bill Murray and seconded by Alan Endacott.
Committee Member - Mike Rego    proposed by Alan Endacott and seconded by Andrew John.
Re-election of Committee Members - Steve Alford and Layland Branfield    proposed by Aylett and seconded by Nick Fennemore.
9. Any Other Business
There were no matters arisen from the meeting. Bill asked whether members agreed with holding the AGM on a Saturday afternoon in April. This was agreed, but there was a request to avoid Grand National Day!
Bill then asked the meeting for its views on the numerous signs erected by the National Trust around the Castle Drogo estate – mainly about what dogs could and couldn’t do where. The meeting was ambivalent about these. There was a comment that the dog spray against ticks was possibly a source of contamination, which led to a discussion about tick and heather beetle proliferation on the moor due to the reduction in swaling and changes to grazing patterns. Bill commented that this was covered in the Fursden Report on which the Government has just published its response, which the Society would be addressing at their Farmer’s Forum meeting to be held on 22 May at Postbridge.
10. Presentation of the 2024 Dartmoor Society Award to Alan Endacott.
Peter Beacham and Nick Fennemore joined Bill at the front of the meeting for this. Nick read a citation to Alan (attached). He described Alan’s family’s long-standing connections with Dartmoor and how his interest in archaeology was sparked by finding a cannon ball at 7 years of age. He subsequently because the first curator of the Museum of Dartmoor Life in Okehampton and then manged the Finch Foundry Museum in Sticklepath until The National Trust took it over. Alan then worked as Area manager for English Heritage in Devon before setting up his own company, Angel Stained Glass. He has a Diploma and MA in Museums Curatorship and is currently undertaking a self-funded study for a Doctorate with the University of Exeter’s Department of Archaeology. 
Alan has carried out extensive fieldwork and research on Dartmoor’s ancient remains, including the significant discovery of the previously unknown Sittaford Circle and has published several books and papers on local history and archaeology.
Alan is a long-standing member of the Dartmoor Society. From 2019 until 2022 he served as Vice-Chair and then as Acting Chairman, whilst the position was vacant, following the retirement of Tom Greeves.
The meeting agreed that Alan Endacott is a thoroughly deserving recipient of the award and Peter presented him with the stunning plate which featured the stained-glass logo which Alan designed and crafted for the Museum of Dartmoor Life.
Alan thanked the Society for the Award and said he wished to dedicate his award to his parents, who had always nurtured his interest in archaeology and supported his work.
11. Talk by Jon Aven, (Duchy of Cornwall) about the Dartmoor Curlew Conservation Project.
Jon gave a most interesting and relevant talk about the research that has been carried out on curlew populations on Dartmoor over the last 20 years and the pioneering conservation work now being done under the project. The initiative was inspired by the then Prince Charles, whose interest continues to this day. Jon’s talk was illustrated by stunning photographs and videos confirming the challenges to curlew numbers that the project is seeing to address. 
A report of his talk will appear in the next Dartmoor Society newsletter.
Tea and biscuits
Close: approx. 4.30 pm

Attachments:

· Chair's Report
· Treasurer's report and Statement
· New Committee
· Citation for Alan Endacott's Dartmoor Society Award
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