DARTMOOR SOCIETY
2024 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
CHAIR’S REPORT – BILL MURRAY
This has been another busy year for Dartmoor.
A year has gone by, and it is still uncertain whether Alexander Darwall and Diana Darwall will succeed in their legal action to prevent backpackers from camping on designated areas of Dartmoor, without the permission of the landowner. 
The Government Response to the Fursdon Review was published earlier this week and I have not yet had the time to study the document or to discuss the implications with anyone. 
My special thanks go to Caya Edwards who compiled and wrote the Dartmoor Society evidence for the Fursdon Review, which was submitted in my name.
Over the last twelve months, we have held eight events, reports on which have or will, appear in our Autumn and Spring Newsletters.
1	Visit to the Friends of the Dartmoor Hill Pony at Corndonford Farm.
2	Celebrating the Spirituality of Dartmoor through song, literature, and poetry on a lovely sunny day at St Petroc’s Church, Lydford.
3	The annual barbecue held at Great Ensworthy in Gidleigh on another sunny afternoon.
4	An open meeting to hear about the Current Approaches to Peatland Restoration on Dartmoor held at Belstone Village Hall. The Dartmoor Society is one of the 22 partners that comprise the South West Peatland Partnership. We are not afraid to challenge the plans and proposals of the management team or the way in which the works are undertaken.
5	Tom Greeves’ very interesting lecture at Ashburton Arts Centre ‘A Revelatory Eye – Dartmoor Photography from the 1850’s to the 1870’s.
6	The Dartmoor Society Conference 2023 – Dartmoor’s Temperate Rainforests: Past, Present and Future. This well planned and successful event was held at the Fingle Bridge Inn. It was a sell out and the invited speakers were excellent. My thanks go to the sub-committee of Caya Edwards, Annabel Crowleigh, Anthea Hoey and Nick Fennemore who organized the event.
7	In February, we presented the 1979 Westward Television Dartmoor Entertainers film which was followed by live Dartmoor entertainment.
8	Last month, we held an open meeting at Belstone Village Hall to discuss the South West Peatland Partnership ‘s proposal to fill Cranmere Pool with water. Well, we soon found out that they had changed their plans and that they would not be carrying out any restoration works in the depression that forms the pool. 
We try to be fair to all Dartmoor Members, in holding meetings in all quarters of the Moor and on different days of the week whenever we can. 
There have been seven Committee Meetings during the year.
We have grant funded three projects:
Jim Causley received £200 to research Dartmoor Songs for his CD recording of The Songs of Dartmoor.
Wren Music received £200 towards further research into the William Andrews fiddle tunes which were republished in 2023.
Alan Endacott received £1000 towards the cost of specialist services that he has engaged in connection with the archaeological survey work that he is undertaking on Taw Marsh.
Website
The development of the new Dartmoor Society website has continued over the last twelve months. Our committee members, Caya Edwards, Andrew John and in recent months, Steve Mason have all worked with our website facilitator Guy Collins, of Kingsbridge based Amplifyme, to ensure that all functions worked well. There have been one or two problems with booking events online, but these have now been sorted out.  
This is the start of my third and final year as Chair of the Dartmoor Society. 
My thanks must go to the other members of the Committee. They have supported me throughout the year.
We are very much in need an honorary secretary to help with the organisation of meetings and to liaise with our website secretary on general matters.
Caya Edwards who now lives in Cornwall, retires now as Hon Secretary, but I am pleased to say that she is happy to take on the new office of Website Editor, which will allow the Hon Secretary to concentrate on the secretarial duties without the burden of controlling the website.
Under item 6 of the Agenda: – Minor Changes to Constitution, I will be proposing that the Constitution be amended to allow for the new officer appointment of Website Editor.
My special thanks go to Tom Orchard for looking after the treasury so efficiently and to Annabel Crowley who did not seek re-election to the committee last year but did stay on to edit the Autumn 2023 Newsletter and to help with the November Conference.
I would also like once again to record my thanks to the many non-committee members whose advice and help I rely on. 
I do read and listen to what you say, think it over and react. I have come to learn that we all want to do the best that we can for our wonderful Dartmoor. 
Looking forward to the next twelve months.
There will be a lot of discussion about the Government Response to the Fursdon Review.
It states that the main priority is the re-wetting of the peatland moors.
The second priority is the control of the Purple Moor Grass or Molinia.
The future of swaling is also mentioned as is of course, stock grazing on the Moor.
And we will all have to wait until the autumn to learn the outcome of The Supreme Court hearing on Backpack Camping.



