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Situated west of the European continent, Ireland has witnessed many 
interesting eclipses and occultations.

Our story begins with a very old solar eclipse, which was reported in an Irish 
chronicle (Annals of Ulster) for the first time in the British Isles!

The first solar eclipse recorded is that of June 26, 512.
The next phenomenon was dated in 591 but its true date was July 23, 594.
The account seems to be unique and real due to the correct time of the day 
and the fact that the chronicler could not have had any prediction of the 
eclipse and wrote as an eyewitness.







In the Middle Ages, chronicle records related to many other solar and lunar 
eclipses.



Stars seen



No data recorded



The observer was dr.Wyberd



When, however, the eclipse had progressed, so that the Sun emitted a weak light, to such
extent that on this condition the shadow of the gnomon on the sundial was not easily
perceivable, in particular the Sun not yet eclipsed, directed as if towards the east like a
horned Moon, and after some time about toward the west, or rather like it is sometimes
visible in the last morning before the conjunction [i.e. the new moon] (which both these
invokes its most accurate and most keen selenograph Johann Hevelius, in particular the
horned Moon, namely increasing and decreasing one), the Moon all at once threw herself
within the margin of the solar disc with such agility that she seemed to revolve like an upper
millstone, affording a pleasant spectacle of rotatory motion. In reality the Sun was totally
eclipsed, and the appearance was due to a corona of light round the moon, arising from
some unknown cause. It had a uniform breadth of half a digit, or a third of a digit at least, it
emitted a bright and radiating light, and appeared concentric with the Sun and Moon when
the two bodies were in conjunction.



Total at Carrickfergus



No data recorded





Grazing annular at Armagh





LUNAR OCCULTATIONSr









May 29, 1919

Albert 
Einstein's 
prediction of 
the bending 
of light by the 
gravity of the 
Sun





Thank you for your attention


