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Possible pre-discovery observations of
Noctilucent Clouds

Occasional notes concerning various unusual phenomena such
as sunspots, haloes and luminous clouds were recorded beside
the daily meteorological readmgs in the record books. On 1 May
1850, the observer notes “Strange luminous clouds in NW. not
auroral”. These may be early pre-discovery observations of the
unusual, high altitude (¢ 80km), noctilucent clouds to which
reference was later made by Arago. Noctilucent Clouds were
first recognised as a new phenomena in 1884/5 after the er uption
of Krakatoa.
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